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A Genuine, Compleat, and Impartial 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Lords KILMARNOCkE and 
BALMERINO, Cc, * * * 


SE ILLIAM Beoyde, Earl of 
Bec K/marnck, and Lord Boyde, 
Il was deſcended of an ancient 
and honourable Family. His 
Title of Earl is taken from 
Kilmarnock, a royal Borough in the Shire 
of Cunningham, in Scotland. The firſt of 
this Family who acquired the Dignity of 
a Peer, was named Robert, He was a 
Man of conſiderable Abilities, and equally 
fitted for the Field and the Cabiget : He 
B Was 
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was called to the Parliament by the Name 
and Title of Lord Boyd of Kilmarnock. 
This Nobleman had a he named Robert 
alſo; a Perſon of a lively and ready Wit, 
and penetrating Judgment. He was raiſed 
to the Dignity of Regent of Scotland, dur- 
ing the Minority of James the III. who 
created Thomas, the Son of the Regent, 
Earl of Arran, in his Father's Life-time, 
and gave him in Marriage the Lady Mary 
Stewart, eldeſt Siſter to the King. Shortly 
after his royal Brother-in-law appointed 
him Embaſſador to Denmark, where he 
negociated a Treaty of Marriage betwixt 
James the III. of Scotland, and a Daugh- 
ter of the Dani/hþ Monarch, whom the 
Earl of. Arran eſpouſed in the Name of 
the Scorch King. But this Nobleman ha- 
ving the Misfortune of being at Enmity 
with ſeveral of his Fellow Subjects, Men 
of Power and great Influence both in the 
Country and at Court, they took the Op- 
portunity of the Embafſador's Abſence, 
and ſo ſucceſsfully plotted his Ruin, that 
on his Return with the new Queen, he 
found himſelf neceſſitated to make Uſe of 
one of the Daniſh Ships, which convoyed 
her Majeſty, to fly into Denmark for Pro- 
tection; and thither he carried his Wife, 
the King s Siſter, Afterwards, Anno 1470, 


going 
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going to pay a Viſit ta the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, he died at Autwerp, and was ho- 
nourably interred at the Expence of that 
Duke, who erected a magnificent Monu- 
ment to his Memory. $i 

In the Reign of King Charles the II. 
William Lord Boyd was created Earl of 

Kilmarnock, This Nobleman was remark- 
able for his Wit, Learning, folid Judg- 
ment, and extraordinary Activity in the 
Intereſt of that Monarch. Thus this Fa- 
mily which had remained in Obſcuri 
from the Time of the famous Thomas 
Earl of Arran, at this Period appeared 
again in Parliament with its ancient Lu- 
— 

Milliam, great Grandſon to the laſt 
mentioned Nobleman, was the unfortu- 
nate Peer, who ſuffered Death on Tower 
Hill, Auguſt 18, 1746. He was very 
young at the Time of his Father's Death; 
ſo that as he was too ſoon left to the Go- 
vernment of himſelf; as he had the uſual 
Indulgence given to young Nobleman by 
thoſe to whom the Care of their Educa- 
tion is committed; and being alſo ſtrongly 
biaſſed by the natural Vivacity of his Tem- 
per, it is no Wonder that he contracted 
an early Averſion to the more rigorous 


Studies, and the Practice of the ſtricter 
B 2 moral 
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moral Precepts and- prudential Maxims 
for regulating the Conduct of Youth ; 
However he made ſome Progreſs in Claſ- 
fical Learning, and acquired a tolerable 
Inſight into Philoſophy and Mathematicks, 
But having too much Mercury in his Diſ- 
poſition for an intenſe Application to theſe 
ſedate Accompliſhments, he applied him- 
felf with greater Succeſs to the more faſhi- 
onable ones of Riding, Fencing, Muſick 
and Dancing, in all which he was well 
fkilld, and was generally ranked by Men 
of Taſte, among the politeſt Gentlemen 
of tne North. 

On his coming to the Poſſeſſion of his 
Patrimonial Eſtate, he found it much en- 
cumber'd, and a conſiderable Part of it 
mortgaged or ſold ; nor were my Lord's 

Temper and Inclinations by fany means 
fitted for improving his Fortune by a fru- 
gal Management; on the contrary, his 
Profufion daily waſted what was before 
inſufficient for ſupporting him in that Cir- 

cle of Gaity and Diverſions in which he 
continually roved. At length he thought 
of bettering his Circumſtances by Matri- 
mony, and 1n order to this he made his 

1 Addreſſesto Lady Anne Livingflone, Daugh- | 

| ter to the Earl of Linliul ge, a Lady of 
. | conſiderable Fortune, and natural Accom- 
pliſhments : 
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pliſhments' : But her Relations, knowing 
the Earl's Eſtate was greatly reduced, 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the Match; however 
the Agreeableneſs and Gentility of his 
Lordſhip's Perſon and Addreſs caught the 
youug Lady's He ut, and ſhe married him 
without the Conſent of her Parents; tis 
ſaid, however, that they did not live very 
happily together; but tis certain that if 
his Lordſhip was not a fond, he was a 
well-bred and polite Huſband, and ticated 
her at leaſt like a Gentleman. 
The Earl's Irregularities, added to the 
Charge of a Family, at length reduced 
his Circumſtances within ſuch narrow Li- 
mits, that finding it difficult to ſupport 
himſelf with any tolerable Decency, he 
applied to the Br:77/h Court for a Penſion, 
obtained it, and has enjoyed it ever ſince.“ 
Moſt People conſider this Obligation to 
the Court, as a Circumſtance greatly ag- 
gravating his Crime, by mixing Ingrati- 
tude with Treaſon; but ſome are of Opi- 
nion that the Reality of this Aggravation 
depends upon the Nature of the Penſion, 
and that we muſt ſirſt be ſatisfied whether 
it was a royal Bounty or a Miniſterial 
Bribe, before we venture to determine how 
far he was blameable mecrly on this Head. 

While 


Five hundred Pounds, as tis generally ſaid. 
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While the Rebellion lay in embryo, 
we find no Footſteps of his Lordſhip's be- 
ing in the Plot. On the contrary before 
the Battle of Preſton Pans he beſtirred 
himſelf in Oppoſition to that Party which 
he afterwards embraced. We are told 
that his Counteſs involved him in that 
ill concerted and deſperate Undertaking, 
in the Proſecution of which he wrought 
his own Deſtruction : That being at 
Edinburgh when the Pretender enter'd 
„that City, ſhe was charm'd with the 
gay Appearance of the young Adventu- 
rer and the Principal of his Attendants ; 
with his affable Treatment of the Ladies 
in general, and diſtinguiſhed Complai- 
ſance to herſelf in particular: That being 
of a gay Diſpoſition, fond of Novehy, 
eager to be the firſt in all publick Diver- 
fions and parties of Pleaſure, intoxicated 
at finding herſelf diſtinguiſh'd by a Perſon 
whom the already conſider'd as a Mo- 
narch; ſhe fell a Prey to her Vanity and 
Ambition, and, tho' of a Preſbyterian 
Family, was ſoon converted to the Princi- 
ples of Jacobitiſm. The Earl her Huſ- 
band had not Reſolution long to withſtand 
her Solicitations, eſpecially after General 
Cope's defeat, on which the Rebel party 


was ſurprizingly elavated, looking upon 
all 
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all who now refuſed to join them as ſtu- 

id or infatuated. At length K:/marnock 
Joined the Pretender's Standard, and was 
received with Marks of great Eſteem and 
Diſtinction; being declared of the Privy 
Council, made Colonel of the Guards, 
and promoted to the Degree of a Ge- 
neral. 

How this Lord behaved in his new Ca- 
pacities of Stateſman and General, ſo fo- 
reign from his former manner of Life, i is 
clearly known to few; but common Re- 
port ſays that he conducted himſelf with 
Courage and Reſolution, till the Day of 
the Battle of Culloden, when, foreſeeing 
the Fate of his Party, he abſented himſelf 
from his Corps, and either confuſed by 
his Fears, or prompted by Deſpair, (chu- 
ſing to run the Hazard of Death, rather 
than live a Vagabond) he almoſt unac- 
countably fell into the Hands of the King's 
Troops. 

Arthur Elpbinſtone, Lord Balmerino, 
is of a very ancient tho' not very nume- 
rous Scoth Family; which is ſaid to have 
firſt come from Germany. The firſt of 
this Family who arrived at the Dignity of 
Peerage, was created a Baron by King 
James the Firſt, by the Name and Title 
of Lord Balmerino. John Great _ 
on 
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fon to this Nobleman, and Father to Lord 
Balmerino beheaded on Touer-Hill with 
Lord Kilmarnock, was. in the Reign of 
Queen Anne made General of the Mint, 
and Sheriff of the County of Edinburgh; 
and in 1713 was elected one of the fixteen 
Peers of Scotland, having the Privilege of 
ſitting, as repreſentatives of that Kingdom, 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, ames 
the Son of this Lord John, and elder Bro- 
ther to the late Lord Arthur, was bred 
to the Law, and made a very conſidera- 
ble Figure at the Bar; and was ever 
eſteemed a Gentleman of great Honour 
and Integrity; he attained to a Seat on the 
Bench, and diſcharged the Duty of a 
Judge to the entire Satisfaction of all who 
knew him“: He died in the Year 1744, 
| and 


* To this Account it may not be improper to ſub. 
join the following, by another Hand. One of the An-. 
ceſtors of the Lord Balmerino beheaded on the 18th of 
Augult 1746, was Secretary of State to e I. 
and was tried at St. Andrew's in Scotland, March 10, 
1609, 7 Fac. I. for High Treafon ; the Caſe being 
thus, He was a profeſſed Proteſtant, but upcn what 
Motive is not known, often preſſed the King to write 
a Letter of Compliment to the Pope, which his Ma- 
jeſty refus'd to do; whereupon Balmerino wrote the 
Letter, and bringing the King ſeveral Diſpatches to 
fign at a Time when his Majeſty was in Haſte to go a 
Hunting, thruſt it in among the reſt ; and the — 
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and leaving no Iſſue was ſucceeded in Ho- 
nour and Eſtate by his Brother Arthur, 
beheaded, as aforeſaid, with Kilmarnoct. 
Lord Arthur ſerved under the Duke of 
Argyle, at the breaking out of the Re- 
bellion in 1715, having the Command of 
a Company : However he ſoon threw u 

his Commiſſion, and joined the Rebels, 
But this was not till it was too late to do 


the Pretender any Service. He brought 
with him only his menial Servants ; nor 
does it appear he made any Figure among 
them, either in a civil or military Capa- 
city. Before that Rebellion was entirely 
quaſhed, he eſcaped to the Continent, and 
lived abroad till the young Pretender's late 
Expedition into Scotland, whither Balme- 


thro' hurry ſign'd it ; the Letter thus ſign'd was ſent 
away, and no more was heard of it, till ſome Years 
after Cardinal Bellarmine mentioning it to the King's 
Diſad vantage, his Majeſty was obliged to take Notice 
of it, to queſtion the Secretary, and bring him to 
Trial: But after a ſhort Impriſonment, the King 
pardoned him, and reſtored his Blood and Eſtate, 

ohn Lord Balmerins, Son of the above Lord, was 
one of the moſt violent Covenanting Chicts againſt 
King Charles I. He was tried Dee. 3, 1634, 10 
Car I. for a Libel againſt the King; which, accord- 
ing to the Laws of Scotland at that Time, was Death; 
aud found Guilty, But upon his ſolemn Proteſtation 
of Loyalty for the future, the King was pleaſed to 
pardon him, which Pardon he received !on his Knees, 


before the Council at Edinburgh, 


- 
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rino was one of the very few who attend. 
ed him. 

The Battle of Culloden was fought on 
the 16th of April, 1746, and Lord Bal- 
merins being amongſt the Priſoners taken 
by his Majeſty King George's Troops, un- 
der the Command of that glorious young 
Hero William Duke of Cumberland, was 
ſent, together with the Earls. of Kilmar- 
nock and Cromartie, to the Tower of 
London. 

And, July 28, theſe three Lords were 
removed from the 7 Tower to Weſtminſter- 
Hall, the Place appointed for trying them. 
They were conveyed in three Caches. 
In the firſt went the Earl of Kilmarnock, 
with Governor MWilliamſon of the Tower, 
and another Gentleman, Captain of the 
Guard. In the ſecond went the Earl of 
Cromartie, attended by Capt. Marſhall ; 
and in the third went che Lord Balmer:no, 
with Mr. Fowler the Gentleman-Gaoler 
of the Tower, who had by him the Axe 
covered. In this Manner, under a ſtrong 
Guard of Foot-Soldiers, they proceeded 
to Weſtminſter-Hall, where the Lord Chan- 
cellor Hardwick, who on this Occafion 
was appointed Lord High-Steward, with 
the reſt of the Peers having taken their 
Seats according to their Seniority, or right 
of Precedence, Proclamation was made 
for 
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for the Lieutenant of the Tæwer to return 
the Precept (or Order) to him direct- 
ed, with the Bodies of the Priſoners : 
Which done, the Gentleman - Gaoler 
brought the Priſoners to the Bar. Then 
Proclamation being made for the King's 
Evidence to appear, the King's Council 
opened the Indictment; upon which 
Kilmarnock was brought to the Bar, and 
then his Bill of Indictment for High-Trea- 
ſon was read, to which his Lordſhip plead- 
ed guilty, and deſired to be recommended 
to his Majeſty's Mercy. Cromartie, alſo 
pleaded guilty, and prayed for Mercy. But 
Balmerino pleaded not guilty, alledging 
that he was not at Carliſie at the Time ſpe- 
cified in his Indictment ; whereupon ſix 
Witneſſes for the Crown were called in 
and examined, who proved that his Lord- 
ſhip entered Carliſie (tho' not the fame 
Day) Sword in hand, at the Head of a Re- 
giment called after his own Name E/phing- 
/tone's Horſe. To this his Lordſhip made 
an Exception, which was over-ruled. The 
Lord High Steward then aſked him if he 
had any Witneſs, or any Thing further to 
offer in his Defence; to which Balmerino 
replied “ he was ſorry to have given their 
« Lordſhips ſo much Trouble, and had 
nothing more to ſay.” Hereupon their 
| ' Lordſhips 
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Lordſhips retired out of the Hall to the 
Houſe of Peers, where the Opinion of the 
Judges was aſked, touching the Overt 
Act, which they declaring to be not ma- 
terial, as other Facts were proved beyond 
Contradiction, their Lordſhips returned, 
and the Lord High Steward putting the 
Queſtion to the youngeſt Baron, „ whe- 
* ther Arthur Lord Batmerino was gvilty 
or not guilty.” He clapt his Right 
Hand to his Left Breaſt, and faid © guilty 
e upon my Honour my Lord ;” and to 
did the Reſt of the Peers. Then the Pri- 
ſoners being again called to the Bar, the 


Lord high Steward declared their Reſolu- 


tions: And they were ordered to be 
brought up on the 3oth at Eleven o'Clock 
in the Morning to receive Sentence. 
Written Notice was given them to bring 
what they might have to offer in Arreſt 

of Judgment, There were 136 Peers 
preſent. 

On Wedneſday the zoth the Lord High- 
Steward and the Reſt of the Peers having 
reſumed their Seats in Weſtmin/ter- Hall, 
and the Priſoners being again brought be- 
fore them, the Lord Balmerino pleaded in 
Arreſt of Judgment, that his Indictment 
was found in the County of Surrey, and 
this being a Point of Law, deſired that 
"I he 
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he might be allowed Council to argue it; 
on this the Lords adjourned to their Cham- 
ber to confider of it, and ſoon after re- 
turned ; ordered his Plea to be argued on 
Friday next, and appointed Meſſ. Will- 


braham and Forreſter for his Council. 


Lord Cromartie on being aſkedwhat he. 4% 
had to urge againſh Judgment being paſſe˖ad 


upon him, flung on his 
Majeſty's Clemency, in a moving Speech, 
which, with the Interceſſion of his Friends, 
hath hitherto prevailed on his Majeſty to 
reſpite the Fate of this Lord. 

Lord Kilmarnocꝶ being put to the Que- 
ſtion, why Sentence of Death ſhould not 
paſs upon him, made the following pathe- 
tick Speech, VIZ. 


May it lea your Grace, and my Lords. 


HAVE already, from a due Senſe of 

my Folly, and the Heinoulneſs of thoſe 
Crimes with which I fland charged, con- 
feſſed myſelf guilty, and obnoxious to thoſe 
. Puniſhments which the Laws of this Land 
. have wiſely provided for Offences. of ſo deep 
a Dye; nor would ] have your Lordſbi pt to 
ſuſpect that what I am now to offer is in- 
rended to extenuate thoſe Crimes, or palliate 


my Offences ; no, I mean only to adddeſs 175 
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felſ to your Lordſhips merciful Diſpokiti on, 
to excite ſo much Compaſſion in your Lord- 
bip's Brealts as to prevail on your Grace, 
and this honourable Houſe,to interceed with 
bis Majeſty for his Royal Clemency. | 

Though the Situation I am now in, and 
the Folly and Raſhneſs which has expoſed me 
20 thisDi/zrace, covers me with Confuſion, 
_ T reflett upon the unſullied Honour of 

Anceſtors, yet I cannot helþ mentioning 

t the r unſhaken Fidelity and ſteady Loyalty 
e the Crown, as a proper Subject to excite 
that Compaſſion which I am now ſolliciting- 
My Father was an early and ſteady Friend 
to the Revolution, and was very active in 
promoting every Meaſure that tended to et- 
tle and ſecure the Protefiant Succeſſion in 
theſe Kingdoms ; and particularly in that 
great Event that gave the finiſhing Hand 
to the Eſtabliſhment of the preſent illuſtri- 
ous Family; I mean the Union of the King- 
doms : He not only in his publick Capacity 
promoted theſe Doom, but in his Private 
ſupported them; and brought me up, and 
endeavoured to inſti Il into my early Years, 
thoſe Principles of the Revolution which had 
always been the Rule of bis Actions. 

It as been happy for me, my Lords, that 
T had always been influenced by bis Precepts, 
and atted up to his Example : Yet, I believe, 
«pon the ſlrifelt Enquiry it will appear, _ 
the 


(17) 

the 1hote Tenor of my Life, from my firſt 
entering into the World, till the unhappy Mi- 
nute in which I was ſeduced to join in this 
Rebellion, has been agreeable to my Duty 
and Allegi my and confitent with the 
Aricteſi Loya 

For the 7520 of this I need only appeal 
to tbe Manner in which I have educated my 
Children. the eldeſt of whom has the Honour 
to bear a Commiſſion under his Majeſty, and 
has always behaved like a Gentleman; [ 
brought him up in the true Principles of the 
Revolution, and an Abhorrence of Pc pery 
and arbitrary Power ; his Behaviour ts 
#nown to many of this honourable Houſe, and 
therefore I take the Liberty to appeal to your 
Lordſhips, if it is poſſible that my Endea- 
vours in his Education could have been at- 
tended with fuch Succeſs, if I had not my- 
ſelſ been fincere in thoſe Principles, and an 
Enemy to thoſe Meaſures which have now in- 
volved me and my Family in Ruin. Had 
Mind at that time been tainted with Diſloy- 

alty and Diſaſfection, I could not have dif- 

ſemöled ſo with my own Family, but ſome 
Tincture of it would have devolved to my 
Children. 

T have endeavoured, as much as my Ca- 

city or Intereſt would admit, to be ſervice- 
able to the Crown on all Occatims ; and even 
at the breoking out of the Rebellion, IT wwas 


fo 
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Nh far from approving their Meaſures, or 
ſhewing the leaſt Proneneſs to promote their 
unnatural Scheme, that by my my Intereſt 
in Kilmarnock, and Places adjacent, Ipre- 
vented Numbers from joining them, and en- 
couraged the Country as much as poſſib! e to 
continue firm to their Allegiance, 

When that unhappy Hour came, that TI 
became a Party, which was not till after 
the Battle of Preſton Pans, Twas far from 
being a Perſon of any Conſequence among} 

them, I neither provided Arms nor raiſed 
a Angle Man for their Service: Whilſt I 
continued with them, I endeavoured to mo- 
derate their Cruelty ; and was happily in- 
7 ftrumental in ſaving the Lives of many of 
Hy i his Majeſty's Loyal Subjects, whom they 
| had taken Priſoners : I aſfifted the Sick and | 
Wounded, and did all in my Power to make 
their Confinement tolerable. 
1 T had not been long with them before I 
Wt aw my Error, and reflected with Horror 
AF on the Guilt of  fwerving from my Allegt- 
| ance to the beſt of Sovereigus; the Diſbo- 
nour which it reflected npon myſelf ; and 
the fatal Ruin which is neceſſarily brought 
upon my Family, I then determined 10 
leave them and ſubmit myſelf to his Ma- 
jeſty's Clemency : For this Purpeſe 1 ſepa- 
rated myſelf from my Corps at the Battle of 


Culloden, aud flaid to ſurrender 2 fa 


Priſcuer 
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Priſoner, though I had frequent Opportu- 
nities and might have eſcaped with great 
Eaſe ; for the Truth of which I appeal to 
the Perſon to whom ] ſurrende red 

It is with the utmoſt Abhorrence and De- 
 teſtation I have ſeen a Letter from the 
French Court, preſuming to diftate to a 
Britiſh Monarch the Manner he ſhould deal 
with his Rebellious Subjects: I am not ſa 
much in love with Life, nor ſo void of a 
Senſe of Honour, as to expect it upon ſuch 
an Interceſſion : I depend only upon the Inter- 
ceſſion of this merciful Houſe, and the innate 
Clemency of his ſacred Majeſty. 

But if, my Lords, if all I have offered 
is not a ſufficient Moti ve to your Lordſhips 
to induce you to employ your Intereſt with 
his Majeſty for his Royal Clemency in my 
Behalf, I ſhall lay down my Life with the. 
utmoſt Reſignation ; and my laſt Moments 
ſhall be employed in fervent Prayers for the 
Preſervation of the illuſtrious Houſe of 
Hanover, and the Peace and Proſperity of 
Great-Britain, 

On Friday, Aug. 1. The Lord High 
Steward went to the Houſe of Peers in 

rand Proceſſion, and after being ſeated, 
and the Peers in their Robes, Proclama- 
tion was made for Silence, and for bring- 


ing the Priſoners to the Bar, which was 
1 "ml done 
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done accordingly, with the Axe carried 
before them. | 

Then the Earls of Kilmarnoc and Cro- 
marty were aſk'd if they had any thing to 
propoſe why Judgment ſhould not paſs 
againſt them; to which they anſwer'd in 
the Negative, 

Then his Grace inform'd Lord Balme- 
rino, that having ſtarted an Objection, de- 
ſired Council, and had their Aſſiſtance, 
he was now to make uſe of it, if he 
thought fit to argue that Point, To this 
his Lordſhip anſwer'd, he was forry for 
the Trouble he had given his Grace and- 
the Peers; that he would not have taken 
that Step, if he had not-been perſuaded 
there was ſome Ground for the Objection; 
but that his Council having ſatisfied him 
there was nothing therein that could turn 
to his Service, he declined having them 
heard, and was refolved to rely upon his | 
Majeſty's Mercy. 3 

His Grace proceeded next to make a ve 
clear, nervous, and pathetick Speech to 
the Priſoners, in which he explained the 
Nature, and inſiſted on the Circumſtances 
attending, and the Conſequences that fol- 
lowed their Crime; he ſhewed the Beauty 
and Excellency of our happy Conſtitution, 
in Church and State ; he moſt elegantly 
touched on the Zcal expreſſed ' by all 

Ranks 
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Ranks and Degrees of People, Clergy and 
Laity, Nobility, Gentry, Merchants, Cc. 
in its Support; which ſhewed the Folly, 
as well as Wickedneſs, of every Attempt 
to ſubvert it; and having, in the tuoſt 
affecting Manner, applied in particular to 
the Lords at the Bar the Topicks he had 
inſiſted upon, after a ſhort Pauſe, he pro- 
nounced the following Sentence: 

* That you William Earl of Kilmar- 
© nock, George Earl of Cromurty, and Ar- 
« thur Lord Balmerino, return to the Pri- 
« ſon of the Tower, from whence you 
came; from thence you mult be drawn 

to the Place of Execution; when you 
* come there you muſt be hanged by the 
Neck, but not till you be dead, for you 
« muſt be cut down alive, then your 
«< Bowels muſt be taken out, and burnt 
© before your Faces ; then your Heads 
« muſt be ſever'd from your Bodies, and 
and each of your Bodies divided into 
four Quarters ; and theſe muſt be at the 
King's Diſpoſal. And God Almighty 
© be merciful to your Souls.” 

After the above Sentence was pro- 
nounc'd, tne Lord High Steward informed 
the condemn'd Lords, that his Majeſty, 
out of Regard to their Quality, had 
changed the Manner of their Deaths from 
hanging, &c. to beheading. Then the 

D 2 Priſoners 
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Priſoners being re- conducted to the Tower, 
the Lord High Steward broke his Staff, 
declaring that now his Commiſſion ex- 
ired; which done he withdrew, and the 
whole Houſe broke up. | 
After the Condemnation of the above 
Lords, two of them, vi2. Kilmarnock and 
Cromarty, were zealouſly recommended 


'to the royal Clemency ; and the latter 


had his Sentence reſpited, but whether he 
will obtain a Pardon or not is yet uncer- 
tain, —Note the Time of writing this Ar- 
ticle was Auguſt 20, 1746. 

During his Reſidence in the Tower af- 
ter Condemnotion, Lord K:lmarnock be- 
haved in a Manner becoming a Chriſtian, 
a Proteſtant, a Gentleman, and a Penitent. 
He was cloſely attended by that excellent 
Divine, and good Man, the Rev, Mr. 
James Foſter, a Baptiſt Miniſter, who 
fpared no Pains to fit his Lordſhip for a 
better State; by convincing him of the 
Folly and Wickedneſs of the Crime for 
which he was ſo juſtly condemned. —As 
for Lord Balmerino, he was a Roman 
Catholic, and ſeemed ſo well fatisfied with 
his Fate, as to need no Repentance ; 


therefore he retained his uſual unconcern- 


ed Temper, and humorous Turn of Mind 
to the laſt. Hence many quaint Stories 
were trump'd up and related of him, and 

5 tho 
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tho' ſome of the odd Things, and hu- 
mourous Sayings imputed to him may poſ- 
ſibly be Genuine, yet as they are not per- 
fectly well atteſted, they deſerve not · a 
Place in this Tract. 

On Monday, Auguſt 18, 1746. The 
Day appointed for the Execution,. about 
fix o'Clock in the Morning, 1000 of the 
Foot-Guards, a Troop of Life-Guards, 
and a Troop of Horſe Grenadier Guards, 
marched through the City, to Tower Hill, 
to attend the Execution. About ꝙ o'Clock. 
The Sheriffs, attended by their Officers, 
viewed the Place of Execution, to ſee 
that the Scaffold was in proper Order, and 
alſo a Houſe near adjoining to the Scaf- 
fold, in which two Rooms were hung with 
black, wherein the Lords were to remain 
ſome Time before they mounted the Scat- 
ffold. At Ten the Sheriffs, &c. went to the 
Tower, from whence they conducted the two 
Rebel Lords to the aforementioned Houſe, 
the Order of the Proceſſion being as fol- 
lows. 1. The Conſtables of the Tower 
Hamlets, 2. The Knight Marſhall's Men 

and Tipſtaves. 3. The Sheriffs Officers. 
4. The two Priſoners, attended by the 
Sheriffs, and the Divines. 5. The Tower 
Warders. 6. A Guard of Muſquetcers, 
7. Two Hearſes and a Mourning Coach; 
mean 
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mean Time the Block was fitted on the 
Stage, and caver'd with black Cloth ; and 
ten Sacks of Saw-Duſt were brought up 
to ſtrew on the Floor of the Scaffold. 
Soon after two Coffins were brought, co- 
ver'd with black Cloth, with gilt Nails, &c. 
On the other was a Plate with this Inſcrip- 
tiion, vis. © Gulielmus Comes de Kilmar- 
e nock, decollat 13 Auguſti, 1746. Ætat. 
« fue 42.” With an Earl's Coronet over 
it, and a Coronet over each of the fix 
Handles ; on the other Coffin was a Plate 
with this Inſcription, viz. © Arthurus 
« Dominus de Balmerino, decollat 18 Aus 
tc guſts, 1746, /Etat. ſue 58.” With a 
Baron's Coronet over it, and fix others 
over the Handles. 

At three Quarters paſt eleven, the Earl 
of Kilmarnock, with the Sheriffs. Mr. 
Foſter the diſſenting Miniſter, the Rev. 


Mr. Hume, and ſome other Gentlemen 


came upon the Scaffold, and the Earl 
bowed towards the Tower, the People 
ſtanding thickeſt that Way, and on his 
left Hand towards Wapping. His Lord. 
ſhip behaved with great Decency, and af- 
ter a few Minutes ſpent in Converſation 
with the Gentlemen about him, in which 
he declared himſelf thoroughly penitent 
for his paſt Miſconduct; he employ'd a 
few Minutes more in his Devotions, after 
: which 
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which he took leave of thoſe about him, ſa- 
luting his Friends, particularly Mr. Foſter: 


and Roſs, one of the King's Officers 
on the Scaffold. He then took off the Bag 
from his Hair, which was done up in the 
Manner of a Bag'Wig, and by the Help of 
his Gentleman pulled off his Coat and Cra- 
vat. He next put on a Damaſk Cap, made 
of a Napkin, after which he ſpoke to the 
Executioner, who ſeemed to be much de- 
jected, encouraging him to diſcharge his Of- 
fice with Reſolution. His Hair ſeeming to 
be in the Way, he put it under his Cap, the 
Collar of his Shirt was tuck'd in, and then 
his Neck being entirely bare, : he kneeled 
down, and laid it on the Block; but being told 
that his Arms lay too near his Head, and 
might therefore be cut by the Axe, he raiſe 
ed himſelf up, then laid his Head down 
again, and properly adjuſted the Poſition of 
his whole Body : However he raiſed hig 
Head again, but after laying it on the Block 
the third Time he gave the Signal, and the 
Executioner, at one Blow ſever'd his Head 
from his Body, except a ſmall Bit of Skin 
and Fleſh, which oblig'd him to ſtrike a ſe- 
cond Blow ; which done, the Head fell into 
a large Piece of Sclarlet Cloth, held by a 
Man to receive it, and both the Head and 
Body- were immediately put into the Coffin, 
and conveyed into the Hearſe, in which they 
Were 
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were carried to Governor Williamſon's Houſe 
in the Tower : His Lordſhip had requeſted 
that his Body might remain uninterr'd three 
or four Days after Execution. While on the 
Scaffold he pray d fo devoutly, and his whole 
Behaviour had ſo much in it of the Chriſtian 
Penitent, and the Gentleman, that thou- 
ſands of the Spectators beheld his melan- 
choly Cataſtrophe with Tears in their Eyes. 
He was dreſs'd in Black, his Stature was 
tall, and his Make and Air were genteel. 

Having been indiſpoſed for ſame Days before, 

he appear'd very faint, however he gave 
Way to no childiſh Fears, but ſubmitted to 
his Fate like a Man. 

Different, widely different, was the Con- 
duct and Fate of the more intrepid, and 
ſurely I may ſay the more hardened Balme- 
rino. This Lord, deaf to the Dictates of 
common Senſe, blind to the viſible Sources 
of his Country's Happineſs or Miſery (or 
fooliſhly miſtaking the one for the other) 
obſtinately perſiſting in thoſe Prejudices of 
which he might have eaſily been convinccd, 
had he ſubmitted his Underſtanding to the 
Guidance of Candour and Impartiality: 
this unhappy Nobleman, I fay, tenaciouſly 
adhered to the Principles of Jacobitſm to the 
laſt Moments of his Life, in ſpite of all the 
Gs all the Evidence, all the Demon- 

ſtrative 
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ſtrative Arguments that were ſet before him, 
fince he was brought Prifoner into F »oland. 
As ſoon as the Scaffold was cleared from 
the Blood of the beheaded K:imarnock, freſh 
Sav=duiſt ſcattered on the Floor, a freth 
Cloth on the Block, and the Executioner had 
ſhifted himſelf, (having been pretty much 
ſprinkled with the Blood of the deceaſed) 
then Balmering came upon the Scaffold, in 
his Regimentals, and a Tyc-wig. His Coat 
was blue, turned up with Red, and Bratſs 
Buttons : 'His Countenance ſerene, his Air 
free and eaſy, he looked quite unconcern- 
ed, and like one going on a Party of Plea- 
ſure, or ſome Buſineſs of little or no Impor- 
tance, rather than upen the awful Voyage 
into the unknown Regions of Eternity. At- 
ter looking round him with an Air of Sur- 
prize at the prodigious Multitude of the Spe- 
ctators, he took his Spectacles out of his Poc- 
ket, then opened a Paper which he read di- 
ſtinctly enough to be heard by all upon the 
Scaffold; which done he deliver d the Paper 
to the Sheriffs, Among other Things ſpecified 
the above Paper, moſt of which are not 
proper for publick Inſpection, he ſolemnly 
diſavowed his being one of thoſe who ad- 
vis d or approved the giving no Quar- 
ter to the King's Troops at the Battle of 


Cullogen, After this he walked about the 
E Scafſold 
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Scaffold ſeemingly under no Concern. He 
enquired after his Hearſe, aſked for the 
Warder of the Tower, the ſame I ſuppoſe 
who had principally attended his Lordſhip, 
to whom he gave his Wig and ſome Money 
He alſo looked earneſtly at his Coffin, exa- 
mined the Inſcription, and faid it was right. 
He then ſhobk Hands with the Executioner, 
encouraged him, gave him a Purſe of Mo- 
ney, and particular Directions how and 
where to ſtrike: Then handling the Axe, 
and examining the Edge of it, he very expe- 
ditiouſly undreſs'd himſelf, and that with ſo 
unconcerned an Air, flinging his Cloaths up- 
on his Coffin, that he rather look'd like a 
ready Executioner himſelf, than a Perſon 
going to be executed. When he took of his 
Wig, he put on a Cap made off Scotch 
Plad, ſaying, he died a Scotſman.” Ha- 
ving made himſelf ready, he ſuddenly 
kneeled down to the Block, laid his Head 
on it, and immediately giving the Signal, it 
was ſeparated from the Body, but not with- 
out three Blows. This was owing to his 
Lordſhip's not giving the Executioner time, 
When Kilmarnoch laid down his Head the 
laſt time, he did not give the Signal till after 
ſome Minutes, and during the Interval, the 
Executioner fixed the Axe firmly in his 
Hands, and frequently aimed it at the Ear l's 
Neck: But Balmerino gave zhe Signal ſo 
much 
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much ſooner than was JET that the 
Executioner was forced to hurry the firſt 
Blow, which fell betwixt the Neck and Shoul- 
ders: However the ſecond Blow took off 
the Head all but a Bit of Skin, which made 
a third Blow requiſite. Thus died Balmeri- 
no, in a manner which we might juſtly term 
Heroical, had his Cauſe been better, for on: 
that only does this Appellation depend: Elſe 
many Highwaymen and Criminals of that 
Stamp might be ranked with the greateſt 
Heroes.—'Tis ſaid that as the two Lords 
paſſed out of the Tower, in order to their 
Execution, the Governor. as is uſual, ſaid, 
** God bleſs King George ;” to which Kl 
marnock decently replied by a Bow; but 
Balmerino anſwer d, © God bleſs K—g 
5.” The Body of this inflexible Re- 
bel being conveyed from the Scaffold in a 
Hearſe, was immediately buried in the Cha- 
pel within the Tower. The Perſon of thls 
Lord was ordinary but his Make ſtrong ; and 
all his Limbs well ſet. He has left a Lady 
but no Children. 

As ſoon as the Executions were over the 
Populace crowded upon the Scaffold, and in 
an Inſtant the black Bays with which the 
Scaffold was hung, and the Block covered, 
was piece-meal tore off, and molt of the 
bloody Saw-duſt pocketed up. Yet it was 
obſerved that during the whole Solemnity, 

tho” 
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tho' the Hill, the Scaffoldings ſor the Specta- 
tors, and all the Windows and Tops of the 
Houſes were crowded, there did not happen 
the leaſt Diſturbance, or- unlucky Accident 
to any one: All Perſons attended with un- 
common Decency, and Evenneſs of Temper, 
which evinces how much the People en- 
tered into the Rectitude of the Executions, 


* 
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